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Why do tiled rooms with more sunlight need more 
movement joints?
It should be recognised that tiled floor areas that get warm (or 

wet) may experience greater amounts of differential expansion. If 

the areas exposed to sunlight are warmer than surrounding areas, 

movement joints should be used more frequently. If the tiled sur-

face is not appreciably affected, no accommodation is needed in 

the joint spacing.

Only the area subjected to increased temperature needs to have 

movement joints more closely placed, not the entire floor if else-

where the floor is an even temperature.

There are so many species of wood. How should a 
selection be made?
Choosing a species of wood involves more than selecting a colour 

to match décor. Both decorators and installers should be aware of 

the basic facts about wood species – and other appearance-relat-

ed attributes are important, such as texture, grain and colour. 

Installers will want to consider mechanical properties like dimen-

sional stability, machinability and ease in finishing, and, of course, 

there are the questions of availability and cost. Before you make 

a decision, consult the experts at the Southern African Wood & 

Laminate Flooring Association (011 455 2822).

Are carpet tiles suitable for a kid’s room?
They are ideal in this application because they are simple to clean 

and the bright colours appeal to children. Also, if tiles in a certain 

area get more wear than others, it is a simple matter to swap them 

over to get extra life out of the floor and keep it looking good.  

Buying extra tiles at the time of purchase is a great idea, too. 

They can be used in the high-wear areas, and buying them at the 

same time ensures the colour match.

For those inevitable spills and little accidents, prompt treatment 

is the most successful course of action. Scrape up any solids as 

soon as possible and any excess liquid can be soaked up by using 

absorbent material and pressing firmly. Sponge clean if required 

or tiles can be lifted and rinsed under the tap. If a detergent solu-

tion is used, ensure that all traces are removed.

I have some small damage to my laminate floor. Can 
I repair it myself?
If they are minor scratches, yes. Most reputable manufacturers or 

suppliers can provide special, colour-coordinating pencils that may 

be used to fill the scratches. For chips, deep scratches and gouges 

there are special treatments available which are used with specific 

tools to repair these areas. Talk to your supplier or contractor.

If you have gaps between plank seams the manufacturers rec-

ommend coloured filler touch-up products. Follow the manufac-

turer’s instructions for these products.

If the damage to the plank is too severe, you can have the dam-

aged plank replaced without destroying the rest of the floor. For 

plank replacements there are special tools, router bits, and wood 

splines to make the chore easier. Unless you are a competent DIY 

person, leave the plank replacement to a professional installer (see 

SAWLFA above).
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Choosing the right floor colour

The flooring in a room or office is one of the single biggest 

elements of any interior décor, playing a pivotal role in set-

ting the mood and ambience of a room – and yet it is often 

overlooked and its colour hardly considered, aside from a 

practical perspective. 

Research has proven that colour can play a vital role in 

setting our moods – even affecting creativity and concen-

tration. For example, shades like red, yellow and orange 

give off a warm, intimate and even cheerful feel. 

Cool colour schemes like blue, green and purple have 

a serene, calm and soothing effect while appearing to 

recede, thus appearing to make a room larger. One of 

these colours can also be used to balance an extremely 

sunny room to temper the brightness. 

A neutral colour scheme can have advantages, making 

it easier to redecorate or change the look of the space 

simply by highlighting different furnishings and acces-

sories. 

With certain flooring types – such as timber, stone and 

concrete – there may not be such a large choice of colours 

to begin with although you will still have ample ability to 

make a difference to the mood of a room simply by the 

shade you choose. 

With other flooring types – such as vinyl, Quartz Carpet, 

tile and fabric carpet, you will have a wealth of colours to 

choose from and the large selection can almost be too 

daunting. 

The functional aspect should always be the first consider-

ation and this can in fact help to narrow your choices. For 

example, flooring for an area of high traffic may not benefit 

from being too pale in colour, as this would show up stains 

and dirt easily (especially on carpet fabric). 

Similarly, a polished, dark shade of hard flooring will 

show up dust and damage more easily and is something to 

be considered if you will not be able to devote a lot of time 

to cleaning and maintenance. A seamless stone floor will 

provide an effortless flow between rooms or offices.

Finally, consider the entire project 

when choosing flooring colours in 

different spaces and remember that 

a good décor flows seamlessly from 

room to room or from office to office.

Jeremy Stewart

Flooring specialist and owner  

of Quartz Carpet

The African Safari

A wealthy old gentleman decides to 

go on a hunting safari in Africa, taking 

his faithful, elderly dog (named Killer) 

along for company. One day the old 

dog starts chasing rabbits and, before 

long, discovers that he’s lost. Wandering 

about, he notices a leopard heading rapidly in 

his direction with the intention of having lunch.

The old dog thinks, “Oh, boy! I’m in trouble now!” Noticing 

some bones on the ground close by, he immediately settles 

down to chew on the bones with his back to the approaching 

cat. Just as the leopard is about to leap, the old dog exclaims 

loudly, “Boy, that was one delicious leopard! I wonder if there 

are any more around here?”

Hearing this, the young leopard halts his attack in mid-

strike, a look of terror comes over him and he slinks away into 

the trees. “Phew!” says the leopard, “That was close! That old 

dog nearly had me!”

Meanwhile, a monkey who had been watching the whole 

scene from a nearby tree, figures he can put this knowledge 

to good use and trade it for protection from the leopard. So, 

off he goes, but the old dog sees him heading after the leop-

ard with great speed, and figures that something must be up.

The monkey soon catches up with the leopard, spills the 

beans and strikes a deal for himself with the leopard. The 

young leopard is furious at having been made a fool of and 

says, “Here, monkey, hop on my back and see what’s going to 

happen to that too-clever dog!”

Now the old dog sees the leopard coming with the mon-

key on his back but instead of running away, the dog sits 

down with his back to his attackers, pretending he hasn’t 

seen them yet, and just when they get close enough to hear, 

the old dog says...

“Where’s that damn monkey? I sent him off an hour ago to 

bring me another leopard!”

Going through the previous issue of FLOORS in Africa, Daniel 

Dolpire found an error. Having been at school with David 

Kramer in Worcester during the 60s, Daniel says Die Royal 

Hotel that he wrote and sang about was a small town hotel, 

probably in Beaufort West – not the Royal Hotel in Durban 

which is now being converted into sectional title offices.

Apologies to all concerned. We hope that the ignoramus 

who knew no better is forgiven!


